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Terms of referral Terms of referral 

The provisions of the High Hedges (Scotland) Act 2013 was scheduled to come into 
effect on 1 April 2014.  The Act aimed to provide an effective means of resolving 
disputes over the effects of high hedges which interfered with the reasonable 
enjoyment of domestic property. 

Provision was also made within the legislation for the payment of a fee to cover local 
authorities’ costs and for those authorities to recover the costs of any direct action to 
achieve compliance with a notice. 

Decision 

1) To note that the control of high hedges would be located within the Planning and 
Building Standards service area. 

2) To agree that appropriate changes to committee remits and the scheme of 
delegation would be reported to the Council for approval at the earliest 
opportunity. 

3) To note that appropriate documentation and guidance for the general public 
would be made available on the Council’s website prior to 1 April 2014. 

4) To agree that the scale of fees for a submission under this legislation would be 
as set out in paragraphs 2.18 to 2.24 of the report by the Director of Services for 
Communities. 

5) To refer the report to the Transport and Environment Committee for information. 

For decision/action 

The Planning Committee has referred the attached report to the Transport and 
Environment Committee for information. 
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Background reading / external references 

Planning Committee 26 March 2014 

 
 

Carol Campbell 
Head of Legal, Risk and Compliance 
 

Contact: Lesley Birrell, Committee Officer 
Email:  lesley.birrell@edinburgh.gov.uk  | Tel: 0131 529 4240 

Contact: Stuart McLean, Committee Officer 
Email:  stuart.mclean@edinburgh.gov.uk  | Tel: 0131 529 4106 
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Coalition pledges See attached report 
Council outcomes See attached report 
Single Outcome 
Agreement 

See attached report 

Appendix Report by the Director of Services for Communities 
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